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| CIRCUL R LET TER, 


‘MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 


| Baptist Churches 
OF THE 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
Assembled ‘at SngrpsHKaD,: June 2, 3, 4, 1803: 


Maintaining the important doctrines of three equal perfons in the Godhead § 
sternal and perfonal election } original fin; particular redemption; free juitifica- 
ton by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrit ; efficacious grace in regeneration 5 the 
imal perfeverance’of real believers ; the refurreétion of the dead; the future judg- 
ment ; the eternal happinefs of the righteous ; and everlaiting mifery of fuch as di¢ 
impenitent ; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably: ~ “ 


% the feveral Churches they reprefent, or from which they bave received Letters: ; 


Meeting at Lofcce, Derbythire ; Sutton-Ajhfidd, and Nottingham, Nottinghambhire 3 

Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Eims, Arnfby, and Foxton, Leicefterthire ; Oak- 

bam; Rutland ; Spalding, Lincolnthire ; Gretton, Clipftone, Guilfborough, Braunflony 

| Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonthire ; Olney, 
Batkinghambhire ; Thorne,* Bedtordthire ; St. Albans, Hertfordthire ; Sobam,* | 
; and Burton upon-Trent, Staffordthire. 


‘Grace be to you and Peace, from God our Father, and from Jesig — oée 
Christ our Lord! 


BELOVED BRETHREN ! 


NDER the care of divine providence, we met in fafety 

at the time and place appointed. As the churches paffed in 

yen before us, we were exercifed with various feelings. 

7 truth we can fay, we mourned with thofe that mourn, and. 

rejoiced with thofe that rejoice. Thus we experienced the 

pling nature of true religion. Some of ‘the churches appear | 

“epy and profperous, May your peace, your increafe, abound 

Be on your guard againit ‘fpiritual pride.” Forget 
mine cales of your churches which may. be ready to 


Nolletters were received fromm thefe churches... 


rranted by J, W. Morris, Dunfable. 
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hate’ their harps dn the willows. Fervently pray for the 
site you in the diftinguifhing {miles of 
enjoy. And let not others be too much difcouraged, ie 
is a fovereign. He has his fet times to favor Zion. Conj. 
derable has been the mortality, which fome of you have wi, 
nefled. But you are not ignorant, brethren,-concerning thof 
who are afleep, that ye forrow not, even as others who haye 
no- hope. In fome' inftances you have’ been .called to the up. 
pleafant work of exclufion. Be fteadfait, brethren; with, 
jealous eye, an active hand, and‘tender heart, affert: the in. 
terefts of truth and holinefs: . Live by faith,-in the firm per. 
fuafion, that the caufe of Chrift fhall ultimately, thal! univer. 
fally prevail. In the mean time aé a faithful part, even unto 
death, animated by the pleafing profpedct of a crown of life, 


* 
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We with, dear brethren, to. promote by all means in om 
power, your fpiritual edification. With a view to this, the 
_ Affotiation was formed. We have been in the habit of addret 
fing .you..on, fome particular fubject, in an annual Epiftle. 
We ftill continue the practice; becaufe we have found it not 
only atceptable, but we truft, ufeful to you. That which 
we have chofen for this year, is the Lord’s Supper. One 
which, you will allow, is important and interefting. 


Werbegin:by remarking the defign’ of the inftitution..Itis 
a pofitive precept, like the ordinance of chriftian. baptilm, 
We are not to intetpret its meaning according to our fancy; 
but fhould examine and adhere to its import as explained i 
the’ word of God. When he, who is the apoftle as well # | 
the high prieft of our profeffion, firft inftituted this folem 
ordinance, he accompanied it with this injunction, This am 

remembrance of me.* It is the language of inftruétion. Be 

may read. [It is a ftanding memorial of 
— Vhen you fee the table fpread and are about to partaked 

= the bread and wine, think you hear Chrift faying, “ Remem 
bet me,” Remember who he is. Great is the dignity of 
el chatacter. Though he appeared in the’ form of a fervath 

and made -himfelf of no reputation, yet he thought it no 10> 
_ dery to be equal with God.  Hé‘is the brightnefs of the Pe 
ther’s*glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon. The com 
defcending Jefus, who! once fat at the table among his 

_ ples; with all the affeGfion of a F ather, and faid, ‘© Remem 
mes” who Often vifitein ‘his faint” 
attending ‘divine ordinances; “with all the familiarity of 
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friend, and fhews that he yet remembers«them, js that pat 
aéer in whofe immediate prcefence, the angels vail their 
faces. | 


| Again: Remember what. he has done. In the fulnefs of 
time, he came into the world, was born at Bethlehem, made 
under the law, that he might redcem them that were under 
the law. He who was rich became poor, that we through 


ed of men; a man of forrows, and acquainted with grief. At 
length he died for our offences, and was raifed again for our 
juftification. When he died, he gave his life a ranfom for 
many. In his life, he by his obedience magnified the precept, 
and at his death by his fufferings jultified the threatenings of 
the moral law. He has vindicated the moral government of 
Jehovahy and demonftrated the awful defert of the finner. 
Thus he has opened a way for the honourable exercife of .di- 
vine mercy, and God is juft, while he is the juftifier of him 


‘ ment of Chrift exhibits the ftrongeft poffible evidence of the 
divine hatred to fin on the one hand, and demonftrates on. the 


taken. place; it proves in the moft convincing manner, that 
his falvation muft be an act of rich mercy, and illuftrates maft 
lorioufly the freenefs of that grace that fhines in the .pardon 
of iniquity, Surely, fhould we after all forget Jefus, -oyr 
_ £onduct would be much more cenfurable, than that of Pharoah’s 
_ chief butler, to whofe reproach ‘it ftands. recorded, that he 
Femembered not Jofeph. «ily 


- Our remembrance of him, implies his abfence. Once he was 
_ an inhabitant of our world, but-he is gone into heaven... We 
femember events.that are paft, or perfons who .are, abfent. 


not, yet believing, -we rejuice, with joy ualpeakable, 


“Pretent, and defired us to keep it as a memorial -of his: friend- 
thip, though of little: intrinfic worth, we fet a-high 
‘Walue.on vit, for his fake. While we look at it, .we are al- 
> ited in our recollection, of our.abfent friend... Such is, the 


inititution. It is intended to draw our attention to, and affitt 


bis poverty might be maderich. He lived defpifed and reject- . 


believeth in Jefus. At the fame time, while the atone-, 


other, the ri¢htedus nature of the finner’s condemnation had — 


_. ~: Once more : Remember where he is, and what he is doing. ; 


Jefus is abfent as to our bodily eyes. But though now, we. 
| and full of glory. When a friend is abfent, we.are naturally 


thinking where he what -his fituation, and how, he is .em- 
Ployed. If, before his departure \he.left with us any {mall 


Import.of this ordinance, and Yuch the defign of Chrift in its: 


| 
~ 
> | 
4 
it 
» 
| 


} 


4 


_ pur meditations upon an unfeen Jefus. He, who once, we, 

ried with his journey, fat upon a well by the way fide, is now 
entered into his reft, and that reft is eer He, who on 
one occafion faid, ‘The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nefts, but the fon of man hath not where to lay his 
head,” is now in full pofieflion of the joy that was fet before 
him. He, who once ftood arraigned at Pilate’s bar, and wis 
mocked, buffetted, and {pit upon in Herod’s judgement hall, 
is now exalted on a high throne, wears a refplendent crown, 
and receives the worlhip of the angelic hofts. But recoiled, 
he is head over all things to the church. ‘To fecure the ip. 
terefts, and at length to complete the falvation of his people, 
are among. the ends of his exaltation. He is alfo a Priek 
‘upon his throne. In him the facerdotal and the royal chara. 
ters are united. As the great high prieft over the houfof 
God, he reprefents the perfons of all his people, and prefents 
their fervices, perfumed with much incenfe. Suftaining the! 
character of an advocate, he repels the charges that are brought 
againit his followers; and obtains for them the bleffings they 
need. Surely with the greateft propriety he might fay, Re- 


_ Paul, when writing to the Corinthians, gives us a kind of | 
_f£omment upon thefe words of Chrift. Speaking of the Lot's 
Supper, he fays, ds often as ye eat this bread, and drink this | 
cup, ye do foew the Lord's death until he come.* By this 
membrance of it is kept up. It is now almoft two thoufand 
years fince Chrift was in our world, and died for our fins, 
according to the fcriptures. But awful would it be, if his 
death was treated as an old, and almoft fotgotten ftory. Under 
‘the former difpenfation in the repetition of the facrifices there 
-was a remembrance of fins. Each renewed facrifice was @- 
,  €ulated among other ends, to revive the impreffions of fin ad 
pe upon the mind. So, our repeated approaches to the 
\ Lord’s table have a tendency to keep alive in our minds, 
remembrance of him, who by his own blood, hath en 
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal } 
tion for us. Efpegially in this ordinance, there is a rept 
fentation of the death of Chrift.. While the bread is broket, 
~ and the wine is poured out, we are naturally reminded 
that fcene, when he was wounded for our tran{greffions, 
“ed for our iniquities, and poured out his foul unto 4 
Every circumftance in+the adminiftration of it is ftri 
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expreffive, is ftrongly fignificant. Thus Chrift is evidently 
fet forth as crucified among us. 


Let us now, brethren, remark the authority by which it is 
enjoined, It is the command of Jefus. How great his dig- 
nity! He appeared, it is true, in the form of a fervant. But 
let italways be remembered, this was not his original but 
aflumed character.’ He was found in fafhion as a man, but he 
was God manifefted in the fefh. “he Word was made fiefh 5 
- that Word that was with God, that was God. During his 
incarnate ftate, what evidences of diviné power, often ap- 
peared! At his command the ftormy fea, became a calm: the 
dead rofe from the grave. This command, ** Remember me,” 
iffued from thofe lips, which another day will pronounce the 
eternal fentence upon all the fons of men. ‘To us he will 
_ either fay, ** Come ye blefled ;” or *¢ depart ye curfed.” What 

reverence becomes us, when we liften to the facred injunce 
tion! | 
Our obligations to obedience are unfpeakably enhanced 
| through the bonds of gratitude under which we are laid b 
the blefled Jefus. He freely undertook our caufe. When he 
engaged in the eternal counfels to redeem his people, he knew 
_ what the engagement would coft, But his love was fuch as 
many waters could not quench. To actcomplifh the defi 
of mercy, he became incarnate. He humbled himfelf; he 
became obedient unto death ; the death of the crofs. Could 
we realize the fcene in’the Garden, the agonies he endured 
upon the Mount, we might eftimate in fome meafure, the 

wonders of redeeming love.’ Through his death, we ard re- 
conciled to God. Being afcended on high, ‘we receivé the 
gift of the holy Spirit.’ ‘Through his atonement, our guilt is 
pardoned; our perfons ate accepted ; Wwe are put among the 
children; we have accefs to God; we are made heirs of eter- 
nal life.’ Being raifed from the wretchednefs of f{piritual death, 
we live to God ; we have communion with the Father of {pi- 
mits; we enjoy the earneft of endlefs felicity. In due time we 
. oa be delivered from the remainders of fin, the imperfections 

Of the prefent ftate, and be raifed to take our feat at the fup- 
pe of the lamb. Thefe lively hopes we owe, to the dying 
bi ¢of Jefus, At the fame time, let us never forget, that in 
_ him the prince and the favior are united. “In his chara@ter 

is ‘to fill with the } 

) » and to excite the warmeft cratitudé, Under fu 

bonds, obedience muft be a pleafure, 
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And, farther, we muft beg your attention to the tim when 
this Ordinance was firit inflituted. On this the 
tle lays an important ftrefs. Lord Jefus, in the night 
) in which he was.betrayed, took bread. Cannot YOu paint to 
the of faith the dear Redeemer, the laf night of his lif 
fitting’ at the table, furrounded with his beloved difciples 
! They were ignorant of what was going to take place.  Byt 
it’ was’ not fo with the blefled Jeius. All the agonies of 
ha it Gethfemane, all the horrors of Calvary were full in his view. 
Te When he broke the bread, may we not imagine he felt the 
Wounds that were about to be’ infliéted on. his body? . When 
it His hand’ laid ‘hold on the cup, how. would he realize the 
a i pouring forth of,,his' blood, which was about to be fhed! 
: Thofe billows. of divine wrath,.in which he was going to 
ba be'immerfed, ‘were, beginning to, roar, in his aftonifhed ears 
ie Yet with what divine calmnefs, with what facred {erenity, 
hé addreffes his difciples | In his concern for them, he forges 
hittifelf. ““Love warms his bofom ; affeftion fits on his coun 
if tenance ; his accents fall like honey from the honey-comb, 
7 ** Do this in remembrance of me.’’—IJt is the language of in 
the language of authority,—it js the lam 
Uabe of friéndfhip, 
f And here we cannot forbear dropping a word to certain 
individuals, at Jealt in fome of our churches,, who, without 
any dar calt a hei way by the difpenfations of 
’ occafionall abfent from. the table of the Lord. . Your 
ectionate in imitation of sthe bleffed Redeemer, take 
on the, time when they fhal) mest. 
if relp Chive churches, comihemorate as a family, thes 
an Savior They around.:.on the right hand, they 
Wanting. «Perhaps on. the left, they difcern 
leat of ahother is empty. Did you know the painful fe 
ations they experience on fuch an occafion ; were, you awa 
the wounds y uF brethren feel, through your 
5 this woul be enough to awaken the tendereft fem 
in your fouls. ‘But wha this, to the flight 
n the effad Tei Is. this:.the way to gricve 
holy Ake SB AUS the Way 
Doky spirit | whic you. unto the.day of, 
ir herein ‘have. wesried you; teftify 
Have n a) wildernefs unto you? Can a-maid forget 
: | HAMENCS 5 and ‘a bride her attire ? Yet. my people have {oF 
| ane 
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e, Surely, whenjferious reflection takes place; you 
fe afhame confounded in your own eyes. Surely 
i your devout approaches to God, .at the clofe of fuch a day, 


you have .becn guilty of fuch negligence, your fou}s 
be covered with bluthing in his prefence, You matt be- 
wail your fin, and implore for givenefs with contrition of Ipi- 
rit: with an.agony of foul, you mut wreftle with the Lord, 
that you may not be permitted fo act fo unworthily in future. 
Jf not,—more affecting ftill. Perfuaded we are,—and, we 
with you to recollect, if there was not a time when you 
would have have fhuddered at the very idea. 
your prefent conduct. How injurious to themfelyes-—how 
desing to others, when any Jeaye their firft love! that 


4 
{uch may remember whence they are fallen, repent, and do 
their fir works: f 
weal 
The manner of our approach, brethren, to the table of the ~ 
Lord, deferyes our ferious attention. Paul reproves the Co- 
rinthians.for grofs diforders im their practice. Awful was the ; 
ant of reverence they manifelted. . They feem to haye lott 
hohe of the defign of the inftitution. Your condua, brethren, 
is. happily free from fuch irregularities. But we know you 
not fatished, with what is.externally decent, Spiritual, 
orfhip isthe object of your concern. God is a fpirit, and ‘ 
Ms requires that thofe who worfhip him, fhould do it in fpirit 
and in truth. Spiritual worfhip includes in it the exercife,— 
the right exercife of the heart. . At the table of the Lord, 
there is work for.fpiritual reflegtion, Every thing relative to» 
the character, efpecially the crofs of Chrift; every thing re- | 
lative to his work, efpecially bis; death, claims your ferious 
attention.—Spiritual reflection, fhould be accompanied: with 
holy affections, all objeéts, none like the crofs, to excite, 
to'call into exercife our, inmoft feelings, -Here is enough to 
, Pouzein the moft yigorous manner, all the workings of love 
and hatred; of joy iand, forrow ; of. hope. and. fear,—Thefe 
will be attended with devout refolutions.. .“T'o him who gave . 
his life a ranfom, it becomes you to devote your lives. Bought 
with a price, remember you are not your own. Relolye 
therefore. in the ftrength of divine grace, to glorify God in 
‘Your. body ‘and in yoyr-{pirit which ,God’s, . Each time 
. YOU approach this facred ordinance confecrate yourfelves anew 
the lervice, honour‘and glory. of the blefled Jefus.. .Reckon 
¥Yout-honour, and you will fee)..it- your happinefs to give 
yes to him. You will phearfully recognize every facred 
you have made, and lay yourfelves under additi- 
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ftill the fame. Brethren, over you we rejoice. 


_ and-your obligations to attend upon them as binding as for 


| 8 
onal bonds to be the Lord’s.—All fhould be followed with fer. 


‘vent prayer. Confcious of your own weaknels, of the dif, 


culties you have to encounter, and the uncertainty of yoy 
warmeft vows, let your requefts be made known unto Go 
‘by prayer and fupplication with thankfgiving. He thal fup. 
ply all your need according to his riches in glory by Chrig 
Jefus. He giveth more grace. He is able to keep you frog 
falling, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of his 
glory with exceeding joy. => | 


We with you, holy brethren, partakers of the fame heal 
calling, frequently to recollect the frame of mind, in whi 
you made your firft approach to the table of the Lord. Wa 


4t not with great fear and trembling ? Were you not exceed. 


ingly jealous of your own hearts? Did you not feel the mof 
tender concern for the peace and profperity of the church; 
the honor, -and credit of religion? Would not the idea of 
wounding your brethren, diftreffing your paftors, and grieving 
the holy Spirit by your negligent and untender walk, have 
cut you to the very quick? Solemn were the hours that then 
pafled over your heads, and ferious were the fenfations tha 
filled your ‘hearts. Pious were the refolutions that accom 


‘panied your condudt, and fervent were the prayers that afcend 


ed to the God ofall grace. With fome, blefled be God, tt 


fteady and uniform walk ; your peacéful and holy conductin 
the church, and in the world; your tender and cautious be 


‘haviour among all your connexions ;\your fervent prayers and 


affeCtionate -carriage encourage our hearts, and ftrengthen out 

hands. But, happy would it befor us; happy would it be 
for'many’atound, if this‘was an univerfal cafe. Alas, with 
fome it is otherwife. ‘We ftrongly fufpe&, things are not 
with you in the clofet as once they’ were. We painfully 
witnefs, they are not as formerly ‘in’ your vifible charatten 
Brethren, over you we grieve. ou did run well, who did 
hinder you?-Are not your fpiritual privileges as valuable, 


merly? Were thofe impreffions- you once felt, too deep; # 
thole fears ‘Jeft any® part of your following walk fhould be 


inconfiftent, too ftrong ? Did ‘you not:then thankfully receive 


a word of caution; and moft»chearfully profefs, that yo 5 
fhould ever confider thofe as’ your belt. friends,’ who would 
with the Foran freedom point out any defeéts in your future 
conduct? are thefe things fo now? If not, 
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9 
either fome former traits in your character muft be cenfured ; 
or fome prefent Pa muft be condemned. 


You will confider, that by an open and ftated attendance 
on this ordinance, you not only avow your faith in Chrift as 
a Savior, but your /udyeétion to him as a Sovereign. Such a 
conduét may be unintelligible to the men of the world, and 
expofe you to the fneer of the infidel. ‘I"hus your faith may 

become the fubjeét of ridicule, and your practice of contempt, 
But remember the animating language of Jefus. IW hofoever 


foall confefs me before men, him will 1 confefs alfo before my Father — 


whois in heaven.* Let your fubmifiion to the authority of 
Chrift as Kipg in Zion be manifeft. Steadily obey all his 
commands, in their primitive purity, in their native fimpli- 
city. Bear an open and uniform teftimony, againtft all human 


inventions, and worldly accommodations: in matters of relj-— 


gion, Never treat the pofitive inftitutions of the Redeemer 
as matters of indifferency. Remember that his honour is 
deeply interefted in the attention you pay to them. They 


ftand as fo many telts.of the fincerity of your love; of the — 


genuine nature of your faith. “Che manner in which they 
ate treated by numbers, is truly furprizing. ‘lo account for 
their conduct is not our bufinefs ; but we muft give an ac- 
count of our own. Should we now call him Lord, Lord, 
‘and not do the things that he has commanded, how thall we 
appear before him another day ; or how can we expect from 


his mouth that language, /Vell done, good and faithful 
e 


fervant ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.t 


At thofe feafons, when you commemorate the death of Chrift 


iN communion with his followers, Joos forward to that happy 


period, when you fhall join the general aflembly, and church 
of the firft-born on high. If in any initance the church be- 
low, bears a ftriking refemblance to that above, it is when 
furrounding the Redeemer’s board. By faith you view him as 
fitting at the head of the table, and hear him faying, ** Eat, 
O friends ; and drink, yea drink abundantly O beloved.” Ac 
the fame time, you indulge a pleafing hope, that before long 


you thall take your feats at the table where he fits in perfon; 


ees table {pread with all the. rich ftores of everlaiting 
“A at that table adorned with all the fruits of paradife. 
‘fom that table you fhall never rife. ‘Che feaft will be eter- 
dal, “Then thal! you be fatished. 


+, Matt. xxv, 23. 
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_ And now, dearly beloved brethren, in the moft affeStionat 

manner we once more bid you farewell. The prefent afpeds 

of providence are fomewhat dark. But our times are in the 

Lord's hand.’ ‘Faith in God and his word, will fupport; “ani 

mate and comfert. Believe in the Lord your God, fo thal 

eftablifhed; believe his prophets, to {all you prafger 

Study, O ftudy the peace of the churches to which you xp. 
—f{pectively belong. Beware of the firft appearances of .2 fpicit 

of diflention. . If that .Jefus, whofe dying love you profel 

to commemorate in that folemn ordinance to which we have 

‘been calling your attention, has graven Zion on the palms of 

his hands, and her ‘walls are continually before him, {ach 
characters as attempt to make breaches in her. walls, or dif 

turb her peace aad tranquility, will be marked by him with 

peculiar difapprobation. That is,a ferious and folemn {etip. 
ture, Pray for the peace of Ferufalem ; they profper shat low 
thee)*| Here you Jearn, that fuch as love the church, feck 

her. peace ;-that-a moft gracious proarle is made to fuch; 

while a moft awful-threatening is implied and pointed againk 
ali that are’of a-contrary fpirit and,cenducl. How evidently 
has this in numerous: inftances been fulfilled ! Divine. frowns 
have often followed in a-fucceflive manner, even to-the clo 
of life, characters that have been the difturbers of the peace 
sof the church. Holy jealoufy has feemed to mark and -purlie 
them, (as objets of difpleafure. The Lord has made it ae 
‘ent that, he. that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of 
seye. Surely fuch'views of the character and conduct of th 
great head of the church, are eminently calculated to cheril 
our love, promote our fear, increafe our gratitude, and ftrength- 
confidence, Finally brethren farewell: be perfed, 
_ good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace ; and 
love and peace fhall be 
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JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moderaot 


| 

Turspay Evening: VI. After introducing public worl) 
with finging, brother minifter at the place, prayet 
Brother Sutcliff was chofen.Moderator. Letters from 
tead, their .contents ‘minuted. | 
Churghiil, of Sheepfhead, clofed-withprayer, | 
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wepxespay Morning Vi. Met for prayer. Brethren. 
Nottingham, of Leicetter, Filetcher-of Bur- 
Trent, and Hall of Northampton, engaged. 


At Half-patt two in the forenoon, we afiembled for public 
worfhip.. Brother Keely prayed. Brother Bluadel preached: 
from Heb, x. 12. But this man, after he had offcred one facri- 
fice far fins, for ever fat dawn on, the right hand of God, Brother 
Cave prayed, Brother Fuller preached from I Cor. Xl. 23, 
24, And thofe members of the body which we think to be Jef 
honorable, upon, thefe we beflow more abundant honor; and cur 
uncomely parts have more abundant comeline/s. For our comely 

parts have need: but God bath tempered the body together, 
| having given more abundant honor to that part whith lacked. 
Brother Hcpper concluded in prayer. 


' The Minifters and Meffengers of the Affociate Churches 
retired after dinner. The Cireular Letter drawn up by Bro- 
ther Sutciiff; (Brother Hopper having declined doing it) was 
. read, ordered to be figmed, and printed. Alfo, various-other 
concerns of the Affociation were fettled. 


Evening VI. Met again for public worthip. Brother | 


 Gracherode (of Sutton in the Elms, whence brother Evaas 


has retired) prayed. Brother Cox now fupplying at Clipftone | 


rother Adorris having removed to a Society lately formed at 
Uunitable in Bedfordfhire) preached from Pf. xxxii. 8. . J will 
F ded thee, and teach thee in the way thou fhalt go: I will guide 
‘tte with mine eye. Brother Crapps clofed with prayer. - 


- Tuurspay Morning VI. Met again. Brother Fuller. 


prayed. ‘ The Paftors of the Churches gave fome brief account 


oftheir experiences, during the lait year. Brother Surton 
prayed at the clofe. | | 


i Half-paft. nine. Met to confider a cafe referred to the Af- 
elation from the Paftor and Church. aflembling in Friar- 
®, Nottingham, and laid before us. in writing by eac 


ftating an unhappy difpute between them. After the moft 


tender deliberation upon it for fome hours,. and free 
‘“onveriation with both ‘parties, We were unanimous in the 
Spition we formed,’ and the advice proper. to be given them, 


Which’ were commditihicated to eactr in writing: F e'Modera- 


tor. ther’ clofed the Aflociation «witht prayer; “The Miniftery 


nd Meflengers’ taking “into: confidetacion, the low eltate of 
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 fome the Churches, and the affe&ting decreafe of this yea 
with refpect to numbers, united in recommending it to they 
connexions, to obferve the lat Wednefday in July next, a5 
day of fafting and prayer, to implore a divine réVival.—Br. 
ther Blundel was appointed to prepare a Circular Letter fy 
next year on the duty of profejfing chriflians to civil goyery, 
ment. 
Our next Affociation is fixed to be at Ketrerine on the 
Tuefday and Wednefday in the Whitfun-week. Our brethreg 
Blundel and Sutcliff to preach. | 
| cy Put up at the WHITE-HaRT. 


State of the Churches since the last Association. 


‘ 

By Baptiim 46 By Death 49 t 

Received By Letter Removed Difmiffion fi 

Reftored - 4 Exclufion 2 
Added - 44 j Diminithed 


Lately Publifoed, 
(Price S1x-PENCE,) | 
BIBLICAL MAGAZINE for | 


Containing an abftraé&t of a Sermon delivered at the Oxford 
Afiociation—RefleCtions on Prov. xvi. 16—Influence of early 
piety on the animal frame—Thoughts on metaphyfics—Re. 
flextons on death—Opinion refpecting a Witch—Thoughts 
on endlefs punifhment—Anecdote illuftrative of Prov. xxv 
4, 5—Obfervations on the hiftory of Balaam—On the {crip 
ture doctrine of EleQion—Thoughts on marriage—On cheer 
falnefs of manners—Duty of praying for civil government- 

Verfes by King Henry Vith—On miracles—Defcription of 
Calcutta, by Mr. Carey—Account of the murder of Syam 
Dofs, by Mr. Ward—Review of Catifta, a Poem re 
Booker ; a Vindication of Diffent, in anfwer to Mr. Robit- 
fon of Leiceiter; The Evangelical Preacher ; Memoits & 
Mifs Anthony ; Periodical, Accounts,. No. xi—Oxtordfhire 
and Affociation—Ordinations at Camber 
well, Redruth, and Penzatice—Lines on the Infcription of 4 
Sun-dial ; On foreign miffions ; on the death of a Lady at Not- | 
tingham ; Prayer and Hope, written by a Bengalec. ie 

Alfo, MEMOIRS of Mii ANTHONY, with a recom) 
mendatory Preface by Dr. Ryland, Mr, Fuller, and. Mr, Sut- 
gliff, ..Price 3s. 6d. in boards, and 2s. on comnion papel 
is Sold by N, London. 
| Morris, Printer, Dunftable 
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The duty of christians to civil government. 


CIRCULAR 


FROM THE 


MINISTERS and MESSENGERS 


OF THE 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ASSOCTATION, 
Assembled at KerrerinG, May 22, 23, 24. 1804. 

Maintaining the important do€trines. of three equal perfons in the Godhead 5 
sternal and perfonal election; original fing particular redemption ; free juftifica- 
tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrilt; efficacious grace in regeneration ; the 
Gaal perfeverance of real believers; the refurrection of the dead 5 the future judg- 


ment ; the eternal happine(s of the righteous; and everlafting mifery of fuch as die 

impenitent ; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably : a } 
To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or from which they have received Letters : F 

Meeting at Lofcoe,* Derby thire ; Sucton- Ajbfield, and Nottingham, Nottinghamhhire ; 
Sheepfbead, Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, ani Foxton, Leicefterthive ; Oak- | 
bam, Rutland ; Spalding, Lincolnthire ; Gretton, Ciipflone, Guil/borough, Braunficn,* 
Walgrave, Kettering, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, Northamptonthire; Olney, 
Buckinghamthire ; Dunflable, Bedtordthire; St. Albans, Hertfordthire ; Sobam,* 
Cambridgethire Burton-upon-‘lrent, Staftordihire. 


- 


Grace be to you and Peace from God our Father, and from : 
| Jesus Christ°our Lord! | 
BELOVED BRETHREN! 
At many of our former annual meetings we have had the 

pleafure to witnefs and record various inftances of divine 
mercy, in reviving, ftrengthening, and encreafing the churches 
of this aflociatiou: but alas, it is not with us as in years paft! 


Small additions only have been made, except to one of our ae | 
locieties; and there is at prefent a decreafe of our total num- tei: 
ber. In one part of the field the enemy hath fowed tares, and ‘i 


Ieattered the feeds of difcord. Notwithitanding, we have ftill 
much to be thankful for. In other parts of our borders, breaches La: 
have been healed; tome of the churches have been happily 


provided with minifters and pattors, though there are others | : 
Mill deftitute. The refidue of the Spirit is with the Lord. ma 

The firt object of true religion is to attach us to God, | i 
and things above; but this is not the whole of its defign: in iit 
eicPating us for a future life, it fits us for the prefent: while 1 
bine. t acai fear of God, it teaches us alfo to honour the MS hands 
in ot of thefe fubjeéts we have often addrefled 
‘paper nual epiftles; and now, agreeably to our propofal, | ae 

at offer a few remarks on the latter ; viz. | | | 


TH 
RE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


: iA ; mo power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
‘wt Men, as the creatures of God, are equals; and no 


One has 
aS any right as fuch to call another to account for his 


+ Nol | 
Were received from thofe of the following churches thus diftin- 


THE 
OF THE SEVERAL y | 
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